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f you need expert engineering, 
chemical, or scientific analysis, 
call MDE.  We can advise you 

regarding your need; and if we don’t 
have the required expertise, we can 
recommend the right person to you.

I

  J. Lee Durston
 joins MDE’s staff

is expanding its capabilities 
once again, welcoming  J. Lee 
Durston as an Associate, Graphic 

Designer.  Mr. Durston’s experience in 
graphic design and related technologies 
has proven to be a valuable addition to 
the services here at MDE.  Working for 
over six years in the design industry, Mr. 
Durston has developed expertise in all 
areas of graphic design.  Working with 
clients to understand their needs, Mr. 
Durston strives to produce a finished 
product that will surpass expectations. 
He is experienced with the latest design 
software, including photo editing, anima-
tion, illustration, web development, and 
presentation software.  Mr. Durston 
attends conferences and seminars on the 
latest technologies in the industry, build-
ing on his experience, to be able to offer 
the best fi nal product.  To complement 
Mr. Durston’s abilities, he also has a 
degree in Pre-Med Biology and experi-
ence with many of the techniques used 
at MDE.

THE ROLE OF
LEGAL GRAPHICS

legal graphic is a tool that takes 
complex thoughts and hard to grasp 
concepts and translates them into 

a clear and concise visual aid.  Also 
known as “demonstrative evidence”, a 

legal graphic clarifi es information without 
being prejudicial.  Legal graphics make 
compelling impressions. It can be the 
difference between winning or losing a 
case.  After speaking with you and your 
experts, we can organize complex medical 
theory, convoluted chain of events or 
abstract legal notion into a streamlined 
legal graphic uniquely suited to the needs 
of your case.
    There are many types of legal graphics. 
We can help determine which is best for 
your specifi c case.

• Document Chart
This is an example of a call-out chart, 
one of the most common types of trial 
exhibits. It is used to draw the jury’s 
attention to a particular passage in a 
document.

• Timeline
Here you see one way to organize a 
timeline. Timelines are useful to show the 
sequence of events as well as to visually 
show the time between events. There 
are various options in designing and con-
structing timelines. These include mag-
netic, Velcro and clear overlay entries.
• Scale Model
Scale models are useful to show the 

relationship of objects and people in a 
3-dimensional setting. They can be very 
simple or highly polished, depending 
upon the relevance of detail and the 
budget. 
• Summary Chart
Summary charts are useful to convey a 
list of facts in the case or information on 
how the law should be applied. They are 
also used in other situations where it is 
important to clearly organize information 
that otherwise may be confusing. In the 
summary chart, the attorney can check 
off each item as he or she discusses it.
• Medical Illustration
Medical illustrations are frequently used 
in cases involving personal injury and 
medical malpractice. “Technical illustra-
tions” can be scanned, colored and/or 
simplifi ed for use before a jury.
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- Legal Graphics - 

Legal Graphic illustrating a wiring error on 
this pole.

At MDE our Graphic Designer consults, designs and produces 
superior quality and highly effective legal graphics that clearly 
and concisely communicate the testimony of your expert or 
witness. These exhibits are developed in a variety of media 
(including illustrations, diagrams, computer animations and 
3D models) best suited for the type of information that 
needs to be conveyed.  The graphic services can be offered 
in conjuction with the expert engineering, chemical or 
scientifi c analysis offered here at MDE, or as an individual 
service.  Feel free to contact MDE the next time you need 
legal graphics.  

• Diagram
Diagrams can be very 
simple or complex 
depending upon the 
scene and the need for 
detail to clarify the 
events. The graphic is 
based  on measurements 
taken at the site, engi-
neering drawings and/or 
aerial photos. Sometimes 
the cars or people are 
magnetized to be moved around the board. An additional 
enhancement is to have clear overlays that a witness can mark 
on with a dry erase marker.

• Computer Animation
Computer animation has a great impact on the jury.  It can be 
used to demonstrate evidence and also be helpful as a tutorial 
for the jury. Of all the above exhibits, this is generally the 
most powerful trial exhibit.

MDE IS YOUR GRAPHICS SOURCE

has added this service to better serve you and your 
client.  We will develop creative ways to communicate 
complex concepts, such as physics and medical 

principles, to the jury through demonstrative exhibits and 
visual aids.  These ‘Legal Graphics’ can give you the needed 
competitive edge in the courtroom.  Contact MDE for your 
next legal graphics need.
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